Physical differences: AFRICAN and ASIAN elephants
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round dome

Ears are large
and shaped like
the continent of

Africa

Both males and
females have tusks;
males’ tusks are
heavier and larger

Tip of trunk has 2
finger-like projections

Usually have 4 /

toenails on each
front foot and 3 on
each rear foot

Tallest point
at top of the
shoulders

.

African elephants are

plant material from the
grasslands, scrub, and
forests of Africa

primarily grazers, eating
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Gestation period is
659 + / - 30 days
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Belly slopes

down from front

Skin is deeply
wrinkled with
sparse hair
over the body

Weight:

4-7 tons
(8,000-14,000 Ibs);
males are heavier
than females

to rear legs
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Ears are
small and
rectangular /

/

/

Some males have
large tusks; females
and some males have
tusks called “tushes”
which rarely extend
beyond the upper lip

Usually have 5
toenails on each
front foot and 4 on
each rear foot /

/
Tip of trunk has 1
finger-like
projection

(Elephas maximus)

Tallest

point at top

round domes — , of the head
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Asian elephants are

primarily browsers,

finding food in the
forests of Asia.
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_ Gestation period is
659 + / - 30 days

T~ Belly is level or
slopes slightly
in the middie

Skin is lightly
wrinkled with
sparse hair
over the body

Weight:

3-7 tons
(6,000-14,000 Ibs);
males are heavier
than females
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