
 

 

 

Liora Davis, an Artist with a spot for Elephants! 

 

Liora Goldfield Davis grew up in Norwalk, Connecticut but lives and works in South 

Florida since 1986. She attended Parsons School of Design in New York. She has 

travelled and lived in Europe and has been a full 

time artist for more than 25 years. 

Liora has exhibited widely and her collections 

include, among many, The Smithsonian Museum 

and the Virginia Beach Center for Contemporary Art. 

She has even been commissioned to paint two 

wooden Easter Eggs for the White House!   

Liora is passionate about our Planet and cares 

deeply for all the creatures within it. Her commitment 

to supporting elephants has played an important role 

in her recent career and proceeds from her works 

are now donated to The David Sheldrick Wildlife 

Trust and the Elephant Listening Project. 

 

  How did your passion for Art start?  

My grandfather was an oil painter who taught me to draw at the age of 5 or 6. Once I 

had a pencil in my hand and started drawing, it became my first love. It continued 

throughout my schooling and I knew from a very early age that I wanted to ‘be’ an 

artist.  

 

  What inspires you? 

The marvels of nature, architecture, and the amazing planet that we live on. Being 

alive, awake and aware inspires me. Spending lots of time outdoors just being. 

Seeing great art too! 

 

  How has your work developed since you started? 

At first I would say that I painted color and form, always with my heart involved.  

Since I have begun to use my voice and paintings for advocacy, I feel a more 

complete self expression. Art with philosophy behind it. I sometimes felt that just 

painting pretty pictures wasn’t enough for me. I guess I hadn’t fully found my voice. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
http://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/brp/elephant./index.html


 

 

  What’s your favourite place to see art? 

My favourite places to see art are New York and Paris.  The variety is amazing.  I just 

LOVE the Pompidou Centre in Paris, MOMA, and the Guggenheim. 

 

 Can you tell us what the art of creating a Mandala is about? 

Mandala is the Sanskrit word meaning circle, or disc. The Mandala has been used in 

many cultures for thousands of years, including aboriginal peoples around the world 

and notably in Tibetan Buddhism.  Carl Jung used the Mandala form with patients.  

He felt they were a valuable window into the 

psyche.  Creating a Mandala can be a sacred 

act.  Mandala is at once an art form and a 

spiritual vehicle. Once a Mandala is created, it is 

often used to contemplate, and meditate upon.   

 

Our Mandala class starts with a beautiful 

journey through the use of a guided 

visualization. From this place the Mandala 

springs forth from the heart and soul. It is truly 

magical and always surprises me what great 

stuff comes out of people who don’t have art backgrounds. People seem to connect 

with something deep inside and often have beautiful emotional experiences. 

 

  What’s most rewarding about your teaching? 

I love seeing people really connect with what they are creating. I have worked with 

painters that haven’t picked up a brush since grade school, high school, or college.  

It’s amazing how that talent and desire to create just bubbles up with a little 

encouragement and learning technique. I see people blossom in all areas of their 

lives by opening up to their creative self expression. I love seeing their faces and 

feeling their joy when they have created something that they really like. 

 

  When did elephants first come into your life and why did you decide to paint 

them? 

I had received some emails from The Elephant Listening Project, and I remember it 

saying, “They are more like us than you think”. I got it. I really saw the emotional and 

familial similarities. Around that same time, I heard a story on NPR about a town that 

borders a Preserve in Tanzania where poachers were being interviewed. The story 

shook me to the core. I was inconsolable. Ready to find another planet! The next day 

in a meditation, I saw elephant paintings, big and small; it was a huge ah hah for me. 

I would use my voice as an artist, and channel my anguish to raise awareness as 

much as I could to help save these beautiful beings.  

 

My first contact with elephants was at circuses when I was a little girl. I always found 

them to be special.  I now cringe at the thought of circus performance, or any way 

"I want so badly to just make it all 

stop and for them all to be safe and 

happy... This is why I am doing 

what I do – I too need to make a 

living from my art – but what 

better way to help than have my 

art help provide the living 

elephants with help and support 

and protection?” 

 

http://www.liorafineart.com/links.php?48928


 

 

that animals are used for entertainment. This often entails gruelling and cruel 

“training”.  

 

 Would you tell us about the wonderful ‘Elephant Project’ and your ‘Tribute 

to Elephants’? 

My elephant project began after realizing that I needed to do SOMETHING. I started 

painting immediately. I had to. Then I contacted ELP, who graciously allowed me 

access to their photos, and in exchange, I offered to share 

the proceeds. I then came across DSWT, and was so 

moved with the work they do with orphans that I started to 

paint their orphans as well, and share profits with them. 

Since then, I have become an elephant (and animal) 

advocate, and use Facebook and twitter as a platform to 

share petitions and raise awareness of the plight of 

elephants and other animals. The Tribute to Elephants 

was my first one woman show featuring my elephant 

painting originals. I have another one coming up this January, this time exclusively 

elephant paintings (and 1 rhino), called ‘Art for Elephants’. I share 50% of the 

proceeds with my two elephant organizations. 

 

  How do you balance your entrepreneurial work with that of supporting good 

causes such as this? 

Interesting that you ask. Up until about 5 years ago, I thought that business and art 

were an oxymoron. I then took a very useful and informative course offered by the 

local Cultural Division called ‘Artist as Entrepreneur’. Looking back, I realize that this 

is what gave me the tools and encouragement to use Facebook, spend time 

maintaining my website, and validated that art is an important gift back to society.  Art 

plays a key role in contentment, awareness, and education to name a few. So, in 

fact, I’m not sure what the balance is, except that I use my entrepreneurial skills, 

which are still pretty basic, to share my message and my vision. 

 

  Do you think everyone could and should ‘do Good’ as well as ‘do Business’? 

ABSOLUTELY. Imagine what a beautiful place this world could be if everyone looked 

at the world, humans, all life forms with compassion.  If all acted with integrity and the 

ultimate good of all in mind, what a different place this would be. The planet needs 

this desperately now! 

 

  And lastly…do you believe ‘Extraordinary’ is possible? 

I believe that Extraordinary is not only possible, but exists every day. There are so 
many people who have dedicated their lives to improving the lives of others, helping 
animals, and the planet.  I need to believe in the extraordinary when it comes to 
outcomes for elephants, lions, tigers, wolves, polar bears, penguins, orangutans, great 
apes, and so many other beautiful creatures that are in deep trouble now.  

“I am engaged 

emotionally when I work 

on all of the elephants. I 

get overwhelmed as I 

study their faces, and 

sense who they are, 

or…were." 

 

http://www.liorafineart.com/links.php?330003


 

 

We must save them!  I invite everyone who reads this to take a step toward becoming 
'extraordinary' and find one cause they believe in and put energy and time into that. 
 Each one of us can make a difference. 

 

 

To contact Liora or see 

more of her work and art 

teaching you may visit her 

website. You will also find 

updates of projects and 

events here.  
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http://www.liorafineart.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/lioraart

